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Deer Creek Schools

GENERAL FUND & BUILDING FUND REVENUE COMPARISON



Deer Creek District is funded $2350 below the Oklahoma state average for schools for Local, 

State and Federal Revenue that is provided for the districts General Fund.

General Fund is used primarily for salaries, textbooks, etc… (will add information)

PER PUPIL DISTRICT GENERAL FUND REVENUE COMPARISON



Deer Creek District is funded below the Oklahoma state average for the Building Fund.

These funds are used primarily for Revenue from the proceeds of the building fund levy, not 

to exceed five mills in any year.  General maintenance & utilities are the primary district 

expenses paid with this revenue.

PER PUPIL DISTRICT BUILDING FUND REVENUE COMPARISON



Deer Creek Schools

FEDERAL STIMULUS FUNDING



Federal stimulus funding is needed and appreciated, but the fact that the funds are being distributed to the schools 

based on Title I formula makes the allocations inequitable. Projected total amounts of federal stimulus funding gives 

Deer Creek $144 per student - far below the state average of $1061 per student. Deer Creek is the 18th largest district in 

the State, but will receive the 125th highest amount of funds.  Per pupil the district will receive the 2nd to the lowest 

amount of all public schools in the state.

FEDERAL STIMULUS FUNDING



Stimulus Relief Funding Breakdown

TOTAL CARES ACT / ESSER II (541 Districts)
• State Average Per Pupil $1061 (Deer Creek $144 per pupil)

ESSER II (Latest Stimulus) (541 Districts)
• Average Per Pupil $845 (Deer Creek $122)
• 100 Districts Below $600 Per Student
• 70 Districts Below $500 Per Student
• 7 Districts Below $200 Per Student 

*Based on FY20 ADM



● Deer Creek School District has been severely affected by the pandemic with a 
Midterm loss of $1,862,662.59.

● While federal funding has been provided to offset the effects of the pandemic, 
allocating the funds to schools based on the Title I formula has provided an 
inequitable funding source to school districts throughout the nation. 

● With the limited amount of stimulus funds that will be provided to Deer Creek 
Schools, the district will have to make tough decisions to be made as to the future of 
employees and programs throughout the district for the coming years.

COVID IMPACT ON DEER CREEK SCHOOLS AFTER STIMULUS

EFFECT ON PER PUPIL FUNDING OVERALL EFFECT ON DC FUNDING
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STUDENT GROWTH



● High rapid student growth in conjunction with low funding provide challenges for the 

Deer Creek School District to be able to offer students comparable course offerings & 

smaller class sizes afforded to other districts.

● Student population growth outpaces the increase in available ad valorem taxes 

and state funding to adequately fund needed 

construction, technology, transportation and maintenance.

● Development of new densely populated housing additions in a short time-frame 

continues to stress the district financially causing high student class sizes.

● It is important that current county and city zoning do not change to include smaller, 

more densely populated lots.  Every effort needs to be made to encourage business & 

industry growth and more equitable state funding for schools.

DEER CREEK CHALLENGE: EXTREME GROWTH & LOW FUNDING



Deer Creek School District’s student population has nearly double from 2010 to 2020.  This 

rapid growth has made it challenging for the district to maintain adequate classroom space, 

technology, transportation, infrastructure and much needed maintenance.

10 YEAR GROWTH COMPARISON
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DISTRICT AD VALOREM GROWTH



Rapid student growth has and continues to make it challenging for Deer Creek Schools to maintain adequate 

classroom space, technology, transportation and district infrastructure.  Local funding is based on the district Net 

Assessed Value (NAV).  Higher NAV, provides higher availability of funds through locally voted  bonds. Local bonds 

can be used to pay for transportation, technology, textbooks and constructing & maintaining facilities.   Ad valorem 

from business & industry which does not bring students is higher than homes which bring students. The net revenue 

from the home is far less that what is needed to provide educational resources for the students.

NET ASSESSED VALUE COMPARISON - % of BUSINESS & INDUSTRY



Deer Creek currently has a rate of 36 mills for the sinking fund to pay outstanding bonds.  While most local districts are capable of 

selling larger bonds than Deer Creek they are not experiencing the rapid  growth of Deer Creek and do not need them. Most have 

the infrastructure in place to serve small or declining growth rates. Deer Creek must utilize lease revenue bonds over  a ten year 

payout in an attempt to put keep up with  growth that has nearly doubled from 2010 to 2020. All the while, the district’s per pupil 

funding remains the lowest  in the state of Oklahoma.  At a rate of 36 mills the district continues to struggle to provide the needed 

classroom space much less the maintenance of the district, technology, transportation and textbooks that law allows. Densely 

populated construction of new homes continue to stress the district capacity to the point that class sizes  are larger and course 

offerings are reduced when compared to other schools. Deer Creek does not have the bonding capacity to fund the highly needed

classrooms nor the general fund per pupil dollars to staff them.

BONDING CAPABILITIES OF DISTRICTS at 36 MILLS
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DISTRICT FUNDING MISPERCEPTION



● In a recent article published October 20, 2020 by the Oklahoma Council of Public Affairs, it was noted that 

the Deer Creek School District funding has increased by 46% from 2010 through 2020.  For most district’s 

that would be cause for celebration, but this increase has occurred within a timeframe that the Deer Creek 

District has nearly doubled in student population.  This information in of itself shows that Deer Creek’s 

funding is not keeping up with the increase in student enrollment.

● Digging in deeper into the numbers provided, it is important to note that the information provided looks to 

include all district revenue including: the district’s Building Fund, Sinking Fund, Activity Fund,  and 

carryover from the previous year (not just the general fund which is widely utilized as the standard in the 

state to calculate per pupil revenue).  While these funds do include funds that the district can utilize during 

the school year, it is imperative to have an understanding of how these revenue sources are provided and 

what these funds can and are used within the district.

● First, the “carryover” of funds.  This is the balance of a fund from one year to the next and cannot be 

considered “new revenue”.  Therefore it should not be counted in the per pupil revenue when calculating 

what new revenue is provided per student to the district each year.  This carryover allows the district to pay 

the bills during the early part of the year when limited funding is provided to the district much as a person’s 

savings account allows them to have funds to pay the bills before they get their paycheck each month.  

Without a carryover amount, the district would be in debt in the early part of the year.

DEER CREEK FUNDING MISPERCEPTION



● Second, the “Building Fund Revenue.”  This revenue is for maintenance, equipment, operational expenses, 
property and casualty insurance.  Although these funds can be utilized for these expenses, the district does 
not receive enough funding for the Building Fund to pay all of these expenses, so many of the expenses 
must be paid out of the district’s General Fund.

● Third, the “Activity Fund Revenue.” This revenue is provided by local fundraisers within the district, and is 
expended on the groups/students who raise the funds.  As such, there is no guarantee of these funds (as 
seen during the pandemic, as many fundraisers have been cancelled).

● Lastly, the “Sinking Fund Revenue.” A district’s Sinking Fund is primarily provided by a vote of the district 
to pay school bonds.  Some funds may be deposited into the account to pay for judgements levied against 
the district. Nevertheless, these funds must be used for payments, either for bonds or for a judgement 
against the district.  The bond funds can be used for district improvements. Absolutely, no salaries, benefits 
or related costs can be paid by the sinking bond proceeds or interest.   This amount in Deer Creek District is 
large because the district is paying off large bonds that were used to build new schools to stay up with the 
ever-increasing growth within the district. 

DEER CREEK FUNDING MISPERCEPTION
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GROWTH INFORMATION 



DEER CREEK AREA GROWTH



DEER CREEK AREA GROWTH



DEER BROOK
150th & Rockwell





Apartments @
May & 192nd





Lone Oak Farms 





South of Still Meadows

Echo Ridge





Twin Silos




